§

been recorded. Road density, elec-
tric supply and telecommunications
in rural and wban areas are show-
ing significant growth.

in education, aftainment of the
U.N. Miterinium Development Goal
target will become a reality soon.
Sustaining the impressive sucoces-
sive growth of the past four years
would undoubiedly give us a boost
to aceelerate the attainment of uni-
versal access and coverage in wa-
ter supply, health, eleclricity and
other sectors.

Ethiopia and Japan have enjpyed
more than a half-cenwry of official
Gilateral relations. This warm and
cordial refationship is based on mu-
tuat inlerest and respect, and is con-
tinuously improving. Japan is a ma-
jor economic partner with Ethiopia,
providing tangible development as-
sisiance in education, health, nfra-
sructure, food production, secisity
and water resowces. Assistance in
the vital security and poveriy-reduc-
tion areas is changing the lves of
many in our society for the better.

Japan is one of our major trading
partners. Mocha coffee is a favorite
drink for most Japanese. Last year.
Japan imoorted 20 percent of our
global coffee exports, second only
to Germany. Cuently, a joint effort

port our flowers to Japan in the
coming months. Considering that
the frst exports of cur fiowers hap-
pened in the last guarter of iast
year, the progess in the first quar-
ter of this year {1.4 million stems) is
encouraging.

Investment in floriculture is ex-
panding and booming. There are
atfraclive incentives for invesiors,
including exernption from taxes and
customs duties on raw materials for
production and other capital goods,
and relevant tax hofidays. Seeing is
beleving, as the saying goes. Visit
us and pin the numerous locat and
foreign investors who have and are
benefiing fom theze generous in-
centives.

On the cultural front. the smbas-
sy's Mocha Dance Group has en-
tertained thousands of Japanese
spectators &t extibitions, bazaars
and other occasions that have
helped to introduce to Japan the
rich and diverse dances of our na-
tions, nationalities and peoples.

Our traditional coffee ceremony
is becaming popular in Japan. Busi-
nesses, towr agencies and educa-
tional instititions are geiting a
glimpse of this unique cerermony.

In April, the first International
Symposium on the Cultural Heri-
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ing the magnificent and unparai
lefed historical, natural and cubural
attacions, observing the colorful
and picturesque millennium cele-
bration event could be a lifeime ex.
perience,

Therefore on this fesive occa-
sicn, | calt upon Japanese tourists
and other travelers 1o book their
fights early not to miss this chance
of a lfetime.

On this important day, | want 10
admire and laud the commendabie
role played by the Japan-Ethiopia
FParliamentary Friendship League.
Ethiopia Association of Japan, Mo-
cha Dance Group, ex-JOCV imem-
bers to Ethiopia, other friends of
Ethiopia and my compatriols in the
Ethiopian community of Japan in
sirengthening the relationship be-
tween the two countries and their
peoples.

Conseguently, t would fike 10 take
this opportunity 10 thank The Japan
Times for giving me this opportunity
to address its esteemed readers.
and the sponsors of tis specai
page — Ethiopian Arlines, Watanu
& Ca., Eagle Shipping Japan Lid
and UNICAFE Inc.

Finally. | wish our people a hap-
py. steady, peacefut and prosper-
ous Third Millennium.



