Bilateral friendship has potential for worldwide influence
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On this day. May 28, the Feder-
al Democratic Republic of Ethio-
pia celebrates its 16th National
Day amid warm
congratulations
from abroad, This
day of celebra-
tion sparked
friendly discus-
sions over the
formation of the
Japan-Ethiopia
Friendship Union, and as such,
congratulations should be sent
not only to the citizens of Ethio-
pia, but to all those members of
the Diet who have been partici-
pating in this process for a great
length of time.

Beginning with the legend of
King Solomon, which has its be-
ginnings in the Old Testament, to
the appearance of the Queen of
Sheba, Ethiopia’s independent-
mindad culture and history has
captured the imaginations of
countless people for over 3,000
yaars.

Furthermore, as the Japanese
have a similar tradition of pride
and cultural unity, which has
maintained continued indepen-
dence throughout history, the re-
sult is that many Japanese peo-
ple cannot hide their deep sensa
of respect for Ethiopia.

In the Japanese mind, the first
remembrance of this familiar
sense of pride accurred during
the track and field evenis of the
1964 Tokyo Olympics. The Ethio-
pian team achieved glory and re-

spect with competitors such as
Mesereio Dehuaru, who won the
gold medal in the women's 5,000
meters, and Abebe Bikila, winner
of the Olympic marathon. Both
athletes showed unsurpassad
Olympic excellence.

During that period in his life,
8ikila earnad much admiration
that did not diminish at his death,
and the image of that brave figure
has been etched in the con-
sciousnass of many Jananese as
an eternal Ethiopian hero.

Japan's first bonds with Ethio-
pia were forged in 1927 with the
conclusion of the Treaty of
Friendship, marking the begin-
ning of peaceable ralations be-
tween the two countries. This
year marks the 80th anniversary
of that treaty, truly a time for com-
memoration and remembrance,
The relationship between Japan
and Ethiopia is intact, despite a
short discontinuance during
World War Il. The 80-year friend-
ship has proven a fortunate expe-
rience for both countries.

Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selas-
sie visited Japan in 1956, thereby
cementing a deep bond of friend-
ship oetween the two counfries.
In addition, Their Majesties, the
Emperor and Empress led a royal
delegation to Ethiopia in 1960,
further tying together the two
countries.

The links hetween Japanese
and Ethiopians run deep, with a
long history of friendship, but as
the 21st century progresses, a
time has come whan both coun-
tries need to redefine their coop-
erative ralationship. Recently Ja-
pan, in order to realize its full eco-
nomic potential and to have its
contributions recognized by the
international community, neads to
ensure that these contributions
are used in peaceful deveiop:
ment for all mankind and has the
assured cooperation of those in-
ternational societies.

Japan's relations with the
countries in the African Union,
which are plessed with rich natu-
ral resources, hold an equally rich

and important future. Ethiopia is a
member of the AU, and the capi-
tal is Addis Ababa, or ‘‘new flow-
er,” which functions as an espe-
cially important symbol in the AU,
acting as a leader for these Afri-
can countries to emulate.

When | visited Ethiopia in 1985,
| experienced and witnessed a
nation having difficulty in effec-
tively eliminating the suffering of
the country's refugees. After that
visit, Japan's and Ethiopia's
names were linked in such a
fashion that the bond between
the nations would help push Ethi-
opia to new stages of apportunity.
which | did notice happening on a
second visit to that couniry.

The scenery may change every
time you visit, but when you see a
place, constantly modernizing
and progressing, one cannot but
help gasp in admiration and feel
respect for a country that pos-
sesses such a palpabdle, powerful
essence, and you witness before
you a land of unlimited possibility.

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizu-
mi visited the Ethiopian capital in
2006, a first for a Japanase lead-
er, and met Prime Minister Meles
Zenwai to discuss mutual cooper-
ation. One point of importance
discussed was not to allow the
hindrances of the past ceniwy tc
impinge on the 21st century. The
poundaries created by race and
religion must be cast aside o per-
petuate a continuing maturation
of the Japanese-Ethiopian bond,
uniting and striving for a platform
of agreement on such issues as
energy and the environment. This
agreement will not only foster a

stronger relatianship of friend-
ship, which is already warm be-
tween these two countries, but a
friendship that is not only mutual-
ly neneficial, but one that benefits
all of mankind. An old expression

. of “seeing is believing” prevails

in Asian culture,

Firsthand ohservations of the
physical presentations of histo-
ry, comnined with sharing tradi-
tional cultures, allow a warm,
mutual understanding to devel-
op between two nations. More
importantly, for the citizens of
these countries, such a valuadle
experience is indeed a rare oc-
currence and the experience is
difficult to replace or emulata.
This sensation was born be-
tween myself and Ethicpia dur-
ing my first visitin 1985, and can
be experienced by all the citi-

zens of both counfries sharing
with one another.
Visiting a similar country

leads to mutual contact and the
opportunity for understanding is
increased. Moreover, this
shared contact bridges the
nearts, affections and thoughts
of peoples living on diiferent
sides of the globe. Asia and Afri-
ca are showing that the path of
intimate friendship is truly a ben-
eficial course for nations 1o en-
deavor upon. g

Japan's and Ethiopia’s friend-
ship-related development shows
the world a positive display of
understanding and respect, and
is warmly embraced by both
these nations, marking this 16th
National Day for Ethiopia a day
for celebration.



