Warm memories of Ethiopia

By JUNICHIRO KOIZUMI
Fomier Prima Ministar of Japan

On the occasion of this Nation-
al Day, | should ke 1o convey my
sincera congratulations to Ethio-
piad and s people.

A lrle mare than a year has
passed since | made an official
Vst o the Federal Damncratic
Republic of Ethiopia as prime
minister of Japan.

I had excellent meetings with
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi as
weill as the leaders of the Arican
Union. and the visit proved most
uitful and enoyable. | would like
o referate my sincers gratitude
10 the government and the peo-
ple of Ethiopla for their hear:-
wWarming welcome

| learned :hat the name of the
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capral city, Addis Ababa, means
“new flower.” The city was in-
dead like a pretty flower that has
dloomed in a scenic highland.
In the garden of the National

Palace that Ther Majesties the
Emperor and Empress visited
during thewr official visit in 1960, |
enpyed coffee in tha raditional
Ethiopian manner, which has
some simiarmes (o the raditional
Japanese fea ceremony it vas a
great oy 1o savor the raal taste of
coffee in such an enviconmen:,
Also wrthin the palace, | saw the
Ethiopian black lions and felt the
sirong symbal of dignity of Ethio-
pia, which has maintained nde-
pendence throughout its long his-
tory.

In closing, | wish the peopla of
Ethiopia long-Bsting peace and
prosperity for the Third Milennk
LM accorcing 1o the Ehionian
Captic Calendar. which stars
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