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{ Grass-roots exchanges bolster fies

By SADAO UMEDA
Provsdeart ETwopian Axsnciniion of Sapan

On behalf of the Ethiopian As
sociation of Japan, | would like fo
exiend our sincere congraiula
lions to the people and
govarnment of s ]
the Federal Dem-
ocratic Republic
of Ethiopia on the °
memaorable occa
sion of the 16th
anniversary of
Ethiogan MNation- :
al Day and the B
auspicious Third Millennium Year
in the Ethicpran calendar, starting
Sept. 12.

With a 36-year tistory, our asse
cialion has promoted people-to-
people exchanges aiming for the
betterment of bialesal refations as
well as world peace. Members wha
love Ethiopia have kel develooing
goodwill activities. such as a schol-
arship program, fundraising for
flocd vichms who were atacked last
summer n easiern and southem
parts of Ethiopia, and cultural, aca-
demic and economic exchanges
through an active human network.

As fox the scholarship progam,
we have supported 45 unives sity
siudents studying in Ethiopia to
dale since we Starled the scheme
in 2001, Many studenis have
shown their sincere Appreciation (o
us by gradualing with distinetion
and being avardad a medal for be-
ng fiest in gach faculty When our
refr esentatives visiad Ethiopia this

February, they were happy 1o have
@ luncheon meeting and exchange
views with those scholarship stu-
dents. Kinichi Kormang, Japan's
ambassadar te Ethiopia, Mahd Ah-
med Gadid, director general of Asia
and Australasia at the Minisiry of
Foreign Aflars in Ethiopia, and the
associalion's local members also
attended the lunch.

We discoverad that our small bus
hearty financial support makes the
studenis feel that there is some-
body who lives thousands of Kilo-
ineters away, who cares abaut ‘heir
dreams and shares their views.

it Is our wish that these aducated
youth will assume leadershin roles
in Ethiopia in the fuure, and eradi-
GQale poverly as her first task

Academic axchanges are sefting
the pace among universities. too.
The University of Tokushima in Shi-
koku and Gondar University in Etty-
Opia are going 1o conclude an aca-
demic agreement soon on ot re-
search in the fields of health
bioscience such as micronutrients
and HiVAuberculosis, and sooi-
olechno science, like environmentai
analysis.

Kelo Unversity has long been
engaged in the restoration of wall
pictures at hidden rock churches in
Tigray, in the northern part of Ethin-
pa. and 5 also imvoled in urban
planning in other regions of the
country. Their work resulted in
openng classes a; local universities
on the same archilectire of Elhip-
pia as studied at Keio University by

sending ther lectirers from Jipan

Our association & supporting thewr

acadamic activities as much asg
potsitia,

It was encouraging 10 winess
thal “Ethiopian Night fo Cuisine
and Dance” owr popular annuai
eveni, atracted 400 participants 1o
I's 35th anniversary edition last Oc
lober

Programs covered cuhural ex
changes of colerful traditions of
both couniries, such as Ethiopian
cusine, the coffes CeEremony and
Ethiopian dance, ang Japanese
dance, koto music and an exatng
karate display.

On this fesiive occasion, certif-
cales of commendation were
awarded fo six corporate members
and 48 individual members who
have supporied our association for
between 10 and 33 years. and con
tibuled so much 1o its SuCoess

Last year, Girma Binr Geda, run
ster of trade and indusTy, and Dr
Tekeda Alemu, stale minister of kx
2ign affairs, visited Japan, We hast
ed a welcome tinner and enpyed
laks with them. We e Selighited
thal the bilateral relationshin has
been deegened and is getting
Sronger every year through these
valuable peopla-to-peonie ex-

We hope to sea the further devel
opment of Ethiopia through the
sirong ties.

| sincergly wish Ethiona vy
Success in s quest for oS pecity
and stability.



