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_1 Bilateral friendship has potential for worldwide influence
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On mis day, May 28, tha Fager-
Al Damocratic Rapublic of Ethio-
oia celabeatas (s 16th MNalkwsi
Cay mmid warm
congralulations
from abroad. This
day of celedra- @
thon sparkpd T
irlandly discus 'y
tha
formation of tha ;
Jiapan-Ethiopia A
Frimfidship Union, and as. such,
congratulations should ba sam
ot anly 10 the cllirans of Ethio-
pim. DUT o all thote: members of
the Dis who heve been partici
paiiing in this process ke a graat

langth of tima

RIS OVEe

Bapinning with the legend of

King Solomon, whiah niae ks be-
ginnings in tha Ofd Testaman:, 'o
tha appaarance of the Queen of
Shaba, Ethlopla’s Indapendan:
mindad culturs and hisiory has
capiured the Imaginations of
countiess peopke b over 3000
yaars,
Furthermare, a5 thae Japanasa
have & simiar tradition of price
and cultural unity, whigh has
malriainged continued Indepan
denca throughout history, he 1a:
Sull 1 that many Japancse ped-
ple cannat hide thelr deep sangs
of raspect for Ethlopia

In the tansnese mind, the first
remamirance of this famiilar
sents of prids occurad doring
the freck ang fisld svents of the
1962 Tokya Olymplcs The Eihio-
pian team achisved dory and ra-

snact with (ompeliiods such' ag
Measeraio Dehuary, wha won Ui
galdd madal in the women's 5.000
maters, and Ababe BRda, winnar
of tha Olymale marathon, Both
ithleias showad unsuripascad
Olyrmzic axcalisnce

Dwing that period in his jife,
Bikila sarnad mixch admEation
thint ciid not diminish at his daath,
and this imaga of that brave figurs
has been aiched in the cop.
seaanass of many Japanase ns
an e nal Ethiopan herm,

Japan's frst bonds with Ethin-
oin were forged in 1027 with the
conclusion al | 1he Trealy of
Friendship, marking the begin-
ring ol pdasceasie ralatans be-
iwean ha two countries. This
yaar marks te B0th anniversary
ol that treaty, truly a tima for com
mamoralion ang remembrance
The relazionshis between Japan
and Emkopia i nioct, decpile &
shart  discontinunnce  during
Wortd War 11, The B0 y=ar fieng
ship has oroven a forunale expe.
fience o poth countries

Elfuopan Empercr Fade Solas.
s wisiled Japan in 1958 |hereby
cameaniing 4 deen nond of frisnd-
Ehig batwean the Two couniries
In mddition, Thes Majesties, the
Emperor and Ernoress lad a royal
delegation fo Ethlogia in 1860,
hurthar 1ying tagethar the fwo
oountrias,

The hnks berwean Japaness
and Ethionians run deap, with a
tang history of rendship, but as
the 21st centuty proressas, a
bifiA Ras come whan both coun-
riag naad in fedafineg el coop-
eratien ralationshin. Recently o
oan, inoron o resalize ds full sco-
noemic Daoentiad ant m have fs
can¥ibutionsa recognired by the
mismationad communnty, neads 19
entuie fhat theses conributions
are used in opaceful develon-
ment for all manxind and has ‘he
assurad cooneration of those -
ernatonal socishas,

Japan’'s ralationz with the
courties i the Afrcan Unian,
viuch ora Slessed wath rich naiu
ral resources, hold an equatly fich

and imporiant iure, Elhicoiais s
mamaer of the AL, and the capi-
lal is Addls Ahaba, of |miaw Mo
or. " which lunclions as an aspe-
cinlly iImparant eymbal in the AU,
nCting A% A leader for thesa Afri-
can couniries 1o emulata.

When § visitad Ethiopa in 1985,
| moerancad and 'witnessad a
nAton Raving afficully A effac.
tvaly wlminating the sutering of
the country' s refupess. Afer that
visih Japan's and Ethiobia's
names ‘ware linkad in such a
fEzhion that tha Dongl betwoen
the rations would haip push Eihl
opia to new stages of cpporinty,
which | (o natica Rappening on a
second visll (o that couniry

Tha scansry may changs avery
THTE YOU VESHT, DUt Whan you sea o
piace, constanily modernizing
and orograssing, one canno! bul
hein gaso in acmiration and feal
respecl lor A cowingy than pos-
sesses such @ colpable, powerful
e558NCe, and you winess Cafore
you & and of uniimited possiniity

Prira Ministar Junichira Koizu-
me visited e Ethiopian capdal in
2006, a fst for'a lapaness lead.
or, and me? Prime Minister Meles
Zenwal 1o discuss mutual cocoer
alion, One point of mporancs
discussed was not o allow the
nincrances of the pas! century 1o
¥TiNge on the 2751 century. The
boundaries created by race and
telighan mus! be CEst asids 1o pal
patuaie & contnuing matration
of the Japanese-Eithioplan bond,
uriiing and siriving for a Skatlorm
ot agresment on such [sSues as
energy and the emdarcnment. This
agresmmn! will nod orly foster a

strangsr relatisnship of frisng.
ship, which is arsady wam be
i thess two Codtitfias. il a
Fiendship that is not only muiLsl
Iy oanalicial, bl one that Denetts
all ol minking, An nld expression
of "sesing s betieving” srevais
Iy Agiss cultung.

Frsthand ohsarvatinns al the
physical praseniations of histo
ry; comhinas with sharing fram:
thonal cubiures, afdow a walm
mutal undarstanding to deval
Gp DelwaEn WD natons. More
imporiantly, for tha cilizans of
Iness countrias, such a valuatie
fApar BncsS 5 ndeed o rara oc.
ouFranch and the experiance is
difficult to replace of emulsla
This sensatlon was bormm s
wiah mysalt and Ethigpis gur-
ing my firs? wiRit in 1885, andean
be experienced Dy all the ol
Zens ol Colh countries sharing
with one another

Visiting a similar coubtry
iracs io mutunl contact and the
aoporiunity fof understanding is
increased . Moteover,  his
shared contest bridges ihe
haarts, alfections and ihoughis
of pedoples living on differant
Sides of the globe. Asia and Afr
ca are showing that the path of
intimate Fiendship s fruly aben,
elicial course for nations fo an-
deaves upan .

Japan's and Ethiopia’s freng-
shic-relofed cevalopmen! shows
the world a posibve display of
understanding and respec), and
Iz warmly embracad oy both
ihese nations. marking this 161h
Mational Day o Ethioga & day
for calsbration



