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IRISH PRIME MINISTER Beriie Ahern leaves s by il
Dublin on Salurday.  serme Py TS
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Ahern Seekmg ally
for third term after
Irish election count

PUHLIN oo Cipposii imn
leaders begin weighing: up
Sunday whelher 1o Suppert a
governmenl fed hy Irish
Frime Munsler Bertie Ahcmn
after final election results
costfirmed ke was an track 1o
socure a third  suecessive
Lerm.

As eountimg drow Lo a close
in the early hours of Sunday,
two members of Ahern's FI-
atina _I"n:ll party were the only
romanng contenders for Lhe
last wnassigned parliamenta-
1y =eal

Thal means he will cinerge
fram Thursday's pencral dles
tsan walh 78 scats which i five
stwrd of & oajorily bod oane
mare Lran & polential opposi
tion rainbow” allisnce of Fine
Garl, the left-leaning Labowr
Pariy aml the Green Party

Ahern's juniar  coalition
partpoer the probukiness Pro
gressive Democials suffered
3 eoliags: in support, howew
o, loing mix ol the elghl 5ents

thiy held in thae last Portia
ment:
Fine Goel leader amd

woulkd:-be Prime Minisier En
k. Benny sail he stall hoped
Lo cobble together & coalition
ta deprive Aheini of 2 Thind
term bul il looked unlikely
givedl he seould Have o wioo o
fourth parly and indepen
dents ol the “rainbow’
prodiping

Kenny's apposibian ally, La
botir leader Pat Nabbille
conceded delesl but nles indi
caled thai his pariy's mem
Db wens unlikedy B switch
sidex in order 1o back Ahern

alr Abernas in Uie deiving
seal and has a number af op
lmdis iy lerms o Jorming o
gaveramenl To thal senge,
bzibour will b in oppodition,”
Isbimile said

Ahern eouild secure a slim
mis ity with the remaining

TREVOR SARGENT, leader of

the Green Party., leaves
ATE s television studios in
Dublin on Saturday.
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Progressive Domoerals and o
handiul of independonts bt
aller a decude “in pawer he
e shregsed thal e wasnts Che
slobilily o be dble to sorve
another [l five year lerm

Thil means (he Grecene are
the bookmakers” Tavarile Lo
eiler poveramient for Lhee fiest
time bl party leader Trevor
Sargenl said Be woold wand
support Tor reform of the
counlry's: environmwsital and
planmng policies belore en
lering a coalithod

“There are huge apporiuni-
L= im this eoun ey bal il does
require an actcepiance Lhat
Istsines as wsual is nal on op
than," he stid. “Thervin les
hopefally the making: of o
pood slalde government with
the Gireens al the cenler ”

Davs of mlernnl party dis-
pibssions are anw likely 1o )
Iow belore negotialions begin
o shapiag L mextl- govern
menl,

“Ithink you can Lake it thal
(Finanee Minisler) Brian
Cowen and mysell by mad
wick will b sitbiog dowi (o
work out oar stratepy.” Alern
Lold broadensior RTE.
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