ETHIOPIA’s RELATIONS WITH 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
1.  BACKGROUND

· The development of international framework of collaboration vis-à-vis common objectives, based on agreed forms and acceptable emotionary practices eventually resulted in the creation of international organizations.

· Having defined the creation of international organizations, it is necessary to make a brief account of the origin and evolution of International Organizations, and how Ethiopia started its relations.

2. ETHIOPIA'S RELATION WITH INTERNATIONAL       ORGANIZATIONS

  2.1. Evolution and Development: 

· Ethiopia appeared on the fora of International Organizations for the first time by joining, in September 1923, the League of Nations and International Labor Organization (ILO). 

·  A founding member of the United Nations, signing the Charter of the UN on 13 November 1945.

·  Played a significant role in world and African affairs, joining scores of international organizations, including the Non-Aligned Movement.

· It is also a founding member of the OAU/AU, and hosts the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and several UN regional bodies and organizations for Africa. 

3. ETHIOPIA'S RELATIONS WITH PRINCIPAL ORGANS OF THE UN.
      Membership in Principal Organs of the UN  

      General Assembly /GA    

· As membership to the main committees is universal, Ethiopia has its representation in the deliberations of this committee and has its say in the recommendations and resolutions the committee submits to the assembly plenary.

· Participates in the GA since the first session in 1946. This year (2002) Ethiopia is serving as one of GA vice presidents.

· Member in GA subsidiary Bodies

· Ad-Hoc committee member on the Indian Ocean established in 1971 to make Indian Ocean zone of peace. 

· Member of the Committee on Information established in 1978 

· Member of the Conference on Disarmament.

· Member of the special committee on peacekeeping operations.

· Member of the special committee on the Implementation of the Declaration of Decolonization established 1961.

· Member of the UN Disarmament Commission.

· Member of the open-ended working groups on the question of equitable representation and increase in the membership of the Security Council.

Security Council

· Served in 1967-68 and 89-90  

· After WWII, Ethiopia became a founding member of the new collective security system of the UN.

· 1945-1960 Ethiopia made active participation in the UN, vocally supporting the African independence movement, as the member of the Decolonization Committee.

· UN peacekeeping missions in Korea (1950-1953), Congo (1960-64) and Rwanda (UNAMIR) in 1994/95.    

· Gives great importance to regional peace, security, and conflict prevention efforts in Africa in general and the Horn of Africa in particular.  

In the Areas of Disarmament and Treaty Bodies

· Ethiopia was chosen to be original member of Conference on Disarmament (CD) by Non Aligned Movement countries because Ethiopia was:

· Invaded by fascist Italy and was victim of poisonous gas weapons.

· Member of anti-nazi and anti-fascist allies of WWII.

· Front-line supporter of the principle of collective security, and 

· Important supporter of the position of NAM.

· However, its participation in disarmament and arms limitation activities goes back to the League of Nations period.

· The first disarmament convention signed and ratified by Ethiopia on October 1935 was The 1925 Convention Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiation, Poisonous, and of Bacteriological methods of warfare.

Ethiopia's Relation with the United Nations in the Economic, Social and Cultural Fields

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

· Ethiopia had served and is serving as one of its 54 members from 1961-63, 1974-77, 1980-82, 1992-94 and 2001-2003.

· Ethiopia was elected to several subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at the elections held during the Organizational Session of the Council on 29 April 2002. Accordingly, Ethiopia was elected by acclamation from the group of African states, to the Commission on Science and Technology for Development and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, for a four and three year terms respectively beginning on 1 January 2003. The Council also elected Ethiopia for the Commission on Science and Technology, also by acclamations, for a three-year term beginning at the organizational meeting of the Commission's 12th session in 2003.

UNDP

· Ethiopia has served as one of the 36 UNDP executive board members from 1995-97 and 1999-2001.  Ethiopia also makes an annual contribution to UNDP on voluntary basis.

· Ethiopia has been receiving annual assistance from the UNDP since 1975 through five cycles of five (1975-79), three, (1980-82), four, (1983-86) five (1992-96) and five year country programmes (CP), respectively and one cycle of five year  (1997-2001) country cooperation framework (CCF). 

· The UNDP had established a country office in Addis Ababa on 26 February 1981.  However, cooperation between the UNDP and Ethiopia began in 1967.  Ethiopia also had cooperation agreements with the predecessors of the UNDP, i.e. Technical assistance agreement, 15 March 1958; agreement for assistance from the special fund, 13 July 1960; agreement on operational assistance, 12 November 1960; and later, cooperation agreement with the capital Development fund of the UN, 12 February 1982.

UNHCR

· Ethiopia is one of its 53 executive council members and the chairman of the 53rd (2002) session. 

· The UNHCR instruments govern Ethiopia’s policy towards refugees as a whole.  Ethiopia is signatory to all of the 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa. Ethiopia acceded to the international instruments on 10 November 1969.

· With the help of the UNHCR, Ethiopia has received more than 1.1 million returnees from neighboring countries since 1991.  Ethiopia wound up repatriation of the pre-1991 Ethiopian refugees in Sudan in March 2001 by repatriating 10,552 refugees.

· UNHCR established in Addis Ababa a Regional Liaison Representative for Africa in July 1966.  In 1999, it opened the office of the Regional Director for the Horn of Africa and Great Lakes Region, up on which time the office of the Regional Liaison Representative for Africa became the Branch for Ethiopia.  However, not long after it’s opening, the Office of the Regional Director for the Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes region has been relocated to Nairobi (Kenya) in 2001.

UNICEF

· UNICEF programs are focused, among others, on health, education, potable water provision, gender development, HIV/AIDS and malaria prevention as well as on Woreda Integrated Basic Services (WIBS). 

· UNICEF's program in Ethiopia is the third largest in the world.

· Ethio-UNICEF cooperation programmes aim at reducing poverty in general.

· The 5th Ethio-UNICEF country programme covering the period from 2002-2006 focuses on:

· Health

· HIV/AIDS

· Basic Education

· Water and Sanitation

· Gender and Child protection

· Capacity Building

· Focal Points are the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development and other relevant National Institutions

· UNICEF's program in Ethiopia is the third largest in the world, according to UNICEF.  

UNFPA

· Ethio-UNFPA cooperation programmes aim at improving the health and well-being of the society

· The 5th Ethio-UNFPA country programme covering the period from 2002-2006 focuses on:

· Reproductive Health Population and Development.

· Advocacy

· Programme Coordination and Assistance

· The programme takes into account the Government's policies and 

       priorities.

· Focal points, Ministry of Finance and Economic Development and    

   relevant National Institutions.

_ Ethiopia is the second highest recipient of UNFPA assistance in Sub-

   Saharan Africa. The Fund provides most of the contraceptive needs of

   the country. 

_ UNFPA has also been taking an active participation in Ethiopia's anti-

    HIV/AIDS initiatives

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women-CEDAW

Ethiopia's Role

· Ethiopia has been a signatory of several international instruments for human rights including the CEDAW since 1981 and has been reporting about the implementation of the convention to the committee.

· CEDAW – signature 1980, ratification 1981, with reservation to Art. 29(1) Article 29. 1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months from the date of the request for  arbitration the parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

Achievements

· To ensure the enforcement of the convention the following measures have been taken: -

· The Adoption of the National Policy on Ethiopian women in 1993.

· Arrangement of institutional mechanisms. 

· Creation of the necessary conditions which provide equal access to basic economic and social services.

· Adoption of various policy measures to involve more women in the economic sector.

· Promotion of the formation of business associations for the implementation of policies.

· Enhancing the status of rural women.

· Involvement of women with in various government institutions.

· Development of the policy of girls’ education.

· Incorporating the concept of gender mainstreaming.  

· Revision of Laws has been done to make the legal system women friendly.

· Violence of women has received significant emphasis on the prevention effort.

· Making gender issues visible at national, regional and grassroots levels and various developments programmes.

· Focal Points to facilitate the implementation of the Convention (CEDAW) are Women’s Affairs Office within the Office of the Prime Minister at the Federal Level, regional Women's Affairs Bureau, Women's Affairs Departments within various government institutions and Civic Societies.

4. Ethiopia's Relations with Specialized Agencies

FAO

· Joined in November 1948.

· First FAO Representation in Ethiopia in 1981.

· Participates fully through:

· The P.R. in Rome.

· General Conference, and 

· Technical Assistance.

· Ongoing Assistance on:- 

· Crop and food supply assessment

· Capacity Building

(Ex.  Strengthening the center for agricultural information)

· Forest fire management 

· Planning advice

· Policy formulation

WFP

· WFP in Ethiopia

· Development projects

· 5-year country programme signed (1998-2002).

· It is the largest development portfolio; Through: 

· Land Rehabilitation,

· School Feeding,

· Urban Food Assistance,

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Ethiopia's Relation with UNIDO

· Membership: - 1967

· Participation: -

· Board member (1991-95, 1999-2003),

· African Group

· Group of 77.

· Represented by delegations from the capital and Vienna Mission.

· Focal Point: - Ministry of Trade and Industry.

 Summary of Past Technical Cooperation Programmes

· UNIDO started its activities in Ethiopia in 1972.

· Its assistance to the country have so far focused on:

· Technical Assistance;

·  Policy;

· Institutions;

· Training;

· Investment;

· Product quality and standardization.

· Material assistance,

· Manpower training,

· Project personnel.

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA)

Ethiopia's Relation with the Agency

· Membership: - 5 September 1957

· Participation: -

· Board member (1993-1995),

· Participates on the General Conference annually,

· Group of 77,

· African Group,

· Represented by the Ethiopian Diplomatic Mission in Vienna.

·  National Executing Agency: - Ethiopian Science and Technology Commission.

· Technical Cooperation with Ethiopia started in 1957,

United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Ethiopia's Relation with UNESCO

· Membership: - 1 July 1955

· Participation: -  

· Board member (1968-74, 85-89, 93-97, 99-2003)

·  Current member of the Intergovernmental Council of the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and Intergovernmental Committee for promoting the Return of cultural property to its countries of origin or its Restitution in the case of Illicit Appropriation.

· Participates in various meetings and conferences organized by UNESCO.

· The Ethiopian Embassy in Paris oversees Ethiopia's Relation with UNESCO.

· Focal Point: - Ethiopian National UNESCO Organization 

· Emergency Aid and Technical assistance and support service.

· UNESCO has established an International Institute for capacity Building in Addis Ababa.

· The following properties have been included in the World Heritage List: -

· Semen National Park (1978)

· Rock-Hewn Churches, Lalibela (1978)

· Fasil Ghebbi, Gondar (1979)

· Lower Valley of the Awash (1980).

· Tiya (1980).

· Aksum (1980).

· Lower Valley of the Omo (1980).

· Being inscribed in the World Heritage List meant:

· The preservation for the future generation of Sites inscribed, as a World Heritage becomes a responsibility shared by the international community as a whole.

· The state party pledges to protect those sites on its territory,

· Helps the preservation of sites on the list through allocation of resources from the world Heritage Fund and mobilization of technical and financial aid to be given to the sites in need.

· Introducing the country to the rest of the world by which attracts tourist, archeologists, and historians.

ILO

Relation with Ethiopia

· Ethiopia is the member of the Organization since 1923.

· The ILO began its activities in 1964.

· Currently serving as member of the governing body.

· Ethiopia has ratified six of the 8-core convention of the ILO.

· The Geneva mission oversees the relation election with the 

      organization.

WHO

Relationship with Ethiopia

· Ethiopia ratified the WHO convention in 1948 and entered an agreement of technical training in 1951.

· The Geneva mission of FDRE oversees the relations with the headquarters.

· WHO with UNICEF and UNFPA collaborate together with non-governmental organizations and with regional, national and district‑level government counterparts to provide a comprehensive response to emergency needs in the health sector.
· WHO is providing overall technical assistance and plays a primary role in ensuring disease control, technical support and assistance with health‑related operational and logistics issues. 

ICAO

Relation with Ethiopia

· Ethiopia is one of the signatories during the establishment of the organization.

· Is currently serving as the member of the council.

· The Ethiopian embassy in Ottawa, oversees the relationship with ICAO.

The World Bank Group

Ethiopia's membership

· 1945-IBRD

· 1960-IDA

· 1997-IFC after interruption

· 1990- MIGA

· Undergoing-ICSID

· Ethiopia is the International Development Association's (IDA) largest beneficiary in Africa,

· Projects approved in the past year include assistance for demobilization and reintegration of soldiers, HIV/AIDS, post-war emergency recovery and rehabilitation, women’s development, and conservation of medicinal plants,

IMF

Ethiopia's membership

· Dec 24th, 1945.

· Ethiopia received loans from the IMF in order to cover the disequilibria in the balance of payment, the balance in the trade deficit and foreign exchange shortage

· The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has agreed that Ethiopia has taken the steps necessary to reach its decision point under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative, becoming the 24th country to qualify for debt relief under the Initiative's enhanced framework.

· Performance under an IMF-supported Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF) program has been good.

ADB Group

Ethiopia's membership

· Ethiopia is one of the founding members

· Bank Group operations in Ethiopia started in 1976,

· Ethiopia is very much interested in the Group’s high and long term concessional loans for economic activities.

IFAD

· IFAD participates in development of small-scale irrigation, small-scale water control, environment protection, cooperative development and credit, regular seed development, second national program in agricultural research and training and rehabilitation of irrigation schemes

· As long as Ethiopia is a food deficit country, there is a strong interest in IFAD. 

5. ETHIOPIA'S RELATION WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

4.1.INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for MIGRATION
IOM and Ethiopia

· Ethiopia's and IOM relations started in July 1995 when IOM opened its office in Addis Ababa.

· IOM signed cooperation and resident office agreement with Ethiopia on February 6, 1997.

· Ethiopia applied for an observer status to the IOM on March 25, 1998 and was granted the status on May 28, 1998 at the 75th council meeting of IOM.

IOM's activities in Ethiopia 

1. The program of the Return of Qualified African Nationals-RQAN

2. Humanitarian assistance.

3. Special Return Programs

4. Technical cooperation: 

5. The problem of trafficking of women from Ethiopia: 

THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT

Ethiopia and the Non-Alignment Movement

· One of the founding members of NAM

· Participated in the 1955 Ban dung and all subsequent conferences

· Plays an active part to promote the objectives of the Movement

· Gives emphasis to the efforts of giving renewed impetus to the priority of development cooperation and equitable international economic relations

· Has an interest to see NAM play a greater role in strengthening the South -South cooperation

· Strives to get the support of the movement for the initiatives of IGAD in conflict management of the sub-region

· It is Ethiopia's stand that NAM should carefully examine the changing global situation and try to adjust itself and efficiently face the reality.

THE ORGANIZATION of AFRICAN UNITY/ AFRICAN UNION

Ethiopia and the OAU /AU   

· Through the efforts of Emperor Haile Sellassie of Ethiopia, representing the Monrovia Group of African states, and President Sekou Toure of Guinea, acting on behalf of the Casablanca Group, the leaders of 32 independent African states were brought together at Addis Ababa in May 1963.
· After two days of speeches, a charter creating the Organization of African Unity (OAU) was approved on 25 May (Africa Day) in Addis Ababa. 
· Ethiopia had a major role in the process of reestablishing the future of pan African organization

· Ethiopia helped to bring 32 African countries establish the OAU

· Ethiopia has been actively participating in the meetings of the assembly of heads of state and government and that of the council of ministers 

· Hosted different Assemblies of Heads of State and Government, ordinary and extra ordinary sessions of the council of ministers in the past several years

· Leaders of Ethiopia were chairmen of the OAU in:

· (1966–1967)-Emperor Haile Sellassie 
· (1983–1984)- President Mengistu Haile Mariam
· (1995–1996). – President Meles Zenawi  
· Has been actively participating in the works of various committees and commissions

· Ethiopia has played and still playing a pivotal role in the establishment of the mechanism for conflict prevention, management and resolution and has been member of the central organ since the inception

· Ethiopia has proposed to establish an international panel of eminent personalities to investigate the genocide in Rwanda and the surrounding events

· Ethiopia is mandated to see the peaceful resolution of the crisis in Somalia

· Currently Ethiopia is actively participating in Global coalition for Africa as a co-chairman; also is one of the few countries which are working on the new initiative program for Africa called NEPAD

· Sent peace keeping force to Rwanda

· Has been member of the sanction review committee on Burundi  

· Actively participated in the establishment process of the African Union

 UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE and DEVELOPMENT
ETHIOPIA and UNCTAD

· Ethiopia is a member of UNCTAD

· Ethiopia participates on Regional and International Meetings for Least Developed countries prepared by UNCTAD

· Ethiopia is beneficiary of different projects financed by UNCTAD

· Ethiopia gives emphasis for the integrated framework for LDCs trade development

 WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)
Ethiopia and WTO

· Ethiopia is an observer at WTO

· WTO assists in programs which give priority to the development of commodity supplies, capacity building and strengthening enterprises 
COMMON MARKET for EASTERN and SOUTHERN AFRICA (COMESA)

Ethiopia and COMESA

· Ethiopia is one of the founding countries of COMESA;

· Ethiopia was chairman of the organization when it was transformed from PTA to COMESA;

· His Excellency Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia was elected as Chairman of COMESA for one year at the seventh Summit of the COMESA Authority of Heads of State and Government which was held in Addis Ababa, from 23-24 May, 2002  

· Ethiopia made a 10% tariff reduction on goods coming from member countries

· Ethiopia is one of the six countries chosen for oil seeds development project;

· The Debrezeit National Livestock vaccination medicines Production Company was chosen as COMESA's center for livestock medicine production facility;

· The COMESA leather institute is established in Ethiopia;

· The Akaki hand tools and spare parts factory is chosen to be  COMESA"s spare parts manufacturing center;

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY ON DEVELOPMENT (IGAD)

Ethiopia and IGAD

· Ethiopia is one of the founding countries of IGAD

· Ethiopia has contributed a lot in formulating the priority area like

· Infrastructure development, food security, environmental protection

· Conflict prevention, management, resolution and humanitarian affairs 

· Since the establishment of IGAD Ethiopia participates in all experts, ministerial and heads of Government and State conferences.

· Ethiopia could manage to convince member states to set up an organ on conflict prevention, management and resolution

· Ethiopia being the biggest, strategic and historically important country in the sub-region is committed to the strengthening of IGAD and strives to achieve this objective more than ever.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS in ETHIOPIA 

· Currently there are 1,119 NGOs in Ethiopia 

· Of these, 141 are international NGOs while the rest, 978 are local NGOs. 

· More than 575 NGOs are engaged in development activities while more than 100 are engaged in specific fields. 

Registration 

· NGOs must apply to the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) for registration;

· Criteria:

· Submit its request to the MOJ association registration division;

· Fill registration application form which indicates name of the NGO, established date and place, permanent address, types and places of activity in Ethiopia, fund resource, estimated date of commencing activities;

· The NGO should also submit with the registration application form

· Official legislation of establishment document in the country of origin;

· Official recommendation paper about its activities in other countries;

· CV of the country representative;

· Official delegation by the board of directors of the NGO to open an office in Ethiopia; and

· Project proposal;

· The MOJ after receiving the application shall ask for opinions to relevant Ministries on the proposed activities of the NGO.

· The relevant ministries after carefully considering the project proposal shall give their reply to the MOJ. 

· The MOJ after receiving the opinion of the relevant ministries shall decide whether to register the application of the NGO or not.

· The NGO if accepted then shall sign a working agreement with DPPC.

Law for NGOs

· Currently a revised draft law on the activities of NGOs in Ethiopia is finalized.

· The relevant provisions of the civil code of Ethiopia (1960) and the Association Registration Regulation 1966, as well as the code of conduct of associations 1966 governed the controlling activities of NGOs in Ethiopia.

Restrictions

· Providing financial and material support to political parties or groups;

· Involving in any commercial or any profit generating activities;

· Working with unregistered local or foreign NGOs;

· Receiving, holding and disposing of property, real or personal, given, granted, devised, or bequeathed to this corporation by any person or persons, investing or reinvesting managing and administrating the same and the proceeds there of in such manner as a donor may prescribe or as the directors may from time to time determine.

Major NGOs in Ethiopia

· Save the children of UK, USA and NORWAY

· Action Aid-UK

· Concern-Ireland

· Farm Africa-UK

· Norwegian church aid-Norway

· Oxfam GB-England

· World vision-USA

· Care-USA

· Catholic relief service-USA

· Compzanziono international-Italy

· Food for hungry international-central Europe

· German agro action-Germany

· Lutheran world federation-central Europe

· SOS children's village-central Europe

· All the above mention NGOs are participating in relief and development activities

· Jointly formulate partnership guidelines for cooperational relationships between NGOs and relative government bodies and regional governments.

· Establish national policy guideline for operation of NGOs taking into account the National Policy on Disaster preparedness and other relevant national directives on development into consideration.

· Finalize the Legal Framework for NGOs.

· NGOs when coming to Ethiopia have two agendas. 

· One is the promotion of the agenda of their country, which is the fundraiser for their activities in Ethiopia. 

· They provide every kind of information ranging from political to economic and others, which are required by their countries

· The other agenda is the provision of whatever aid assistance to Ethiopia. NGOs would sometimes try to use aid and assistance for political influence

· NGOs enter into working relationships especially in relief aid with Ethiopia since the early 1970s when the country was hit by drought. After that, they were active in 1984-85 and 1999-2000 droughts.

· At present emergency relief is decreasing and NGOs are encouraged to participate in health, education, food security and water supply. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE of THE RED CROSS

The ICRC and Ethiopia

· Ethiopia has been party to the Geneva conventions and their additional protocols since 1969 and 1994 respectively.

· Contact started during the Italo-Ethiopia war

· Next ICRC activity in Ethiopia was during 1974-75 when the delegation visited the ex-ministers of the Haile Sellassie Regime imprisoned by Derg.

Activities of ICRC in Ethiopia

· Visits of POWs and civilian internees;

· Safe passage for people expelled or repatriated;

· Forwarding family news;

· Assistance for displaced persons interned in the north;

· War-wounded and amputees;

· Resumption of visit to police stations in Addis Ababa;

· Assistance of various hands for drought victims;

· Agreements with the Ethiopian Red Cross;

· Steadying Knowledge of International humanitarian law.
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