The Government and Political System 

Ethiopia adopted a new constitution that established the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) in 1995.The federal government is responsible for national defense, foreign relations and general policy of common interest and benefits. The federal state comprise nine autonomous states vested with power for self-determination.  The FDRE is structured along the lines of bicameral parliament, with the council of Peoples’ Representatives being the highest authority of the federal government while the federal council represents the common interests of the nations, nationalities and peoples of the states. Members of both councils are elected by universal suffrage for a five-year term. 

The federal state is headed by a constitution president and the federal government by an executive prime minister who is accountable to the council of peoples’ Representative.  Each autonomous state is headed by a state president elected by the state council.  The judiciary is constitutionally independent. 

The Federal Democratic Republic is composed of state which are delimited on the basis of settlement patterns, language, identity and consent of the peoples concerned.

· The Constitution

· General Provision

The constitution is the supreme law of the land.  Human rights and freedoms, emanating from the nature of mankind, are inviolable and inalienable.  In addition, state and religion are separate and there is no state religion.  Besides, the state does not interfere in religious matters and vice versa.  All Ethiopian languages enjoy equal state recognition and Amharic would be the working language of the Federal government.

· Fundamental rights and freedoms

All persons are equal before the law and are guaranteed equal and effective protection, without discrimination on grounds of race, nation, nationality, or other social origin, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion property, birth or other status.  Every one has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the freedom, either individually or in community with others, and in public or private, to manifest his/her religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.  Every person has the inviolable and inalienable right of life, privacy and the security of person and liberty.

· Democratic Rights

Ú

Every one has the right to hold opinions and has freedom of expression without interference.  Freedom of the press and other media and freedom of artistic creativity is also guaranteed without the prohibition of any form of censorship and giving access to information of public interest.  Every person has the right to assemble and to demonstrate together with others peaceably and unarmed and to petition.  Besides, the constitution gives for any person the right to freedom of association for any cause or purpose.  

· State Structure

The FDRE has a parliamentarian form of government and comprises nine states, Addis Ababa being the capital city of the Federal State.

·  Structure and division of powers

The FDRE comprises the Federal Government and the member states.  The Federal Government and the states have legislative, executive and judicial powers.  The House of People's Representatives is the highest authority of the Federal Government.  The House is responsible to the people.
The State Council is the highest organ of state authority.  It is responsible to the people of the state.  State government has been established at state and other administrative levels deemed necessary.  Adequate power has been granted to the lowest units of government to enable the people to participate directly in the administration of such units.  The state council has legislative power on matters falling under state jurisdiction.  Consistent with the provisions of this constitution, the council has the power to draft adopt and amend the state constitution.  The state administration constitutes the highest organ executive power and State judicial power is vested in its courts.  The state shall respect the powers of the Federal Government.  The Federal Government shall likewise respect the powers of the states.  The Federal Government may, when necessary, delegate to the states of powers and functions granted to it by the constitution. 

· The Federal Houses

These are two houses:  The House of people's Representatives and the house of the Federation.

 
Members of the House of People's Representatives are elected by the people for a term of five years on the basis of universal suffrage and by direct, free and fair elections.
The House of People's Representatives has legislative power in all matters assigned by the constitution to federal jurisdiction.  The political party or coalition of political parties that have the greatest number of seats in the house of people's Representatives form and lead the Executive.  
The House of the Federation is composed of representatives of nations, nationalities and peoples.  Each nation, nationality and people can be represented in the House of federation by at least one member.
Members of the house of the Federation shall be elected by the state council.  The state councils can themselves elect representatives to the House of the Federation, or they can hold elections to have the representatives elected by the people directly.

· President of the Republic

The president of the FDRE is the Head of states.   The House of Peoples Representatives nominates the candidate for president.  The nominee shall be elected president if a joint session of the House of People's Representatives and the House of the Federation approves his candidacy by a two-third's majority vote.  The term of office of the president will be six years and no person can be elected president for more than two terms.

· The Executive

The highest executive powers of the Federal Government are vested in the Prime Minister and in the council of ministers.  The PM and the Council of Ministers are collectively responsible for all decisions they make as a body.

The Prime Minister is the chief executive, the chairman of the council of the ministers, and the commander-in-chief of the national armed forces.  The PM shall submit for approval to the House of people's Representatives nominees for ministerial posts from among members of the two Hoses or from among persons who are not members of either House and possess the required qualifications.  The Council of Minister is responsible to the PM and, in all its decisions, is responsible to the House of peoples Representatives.  The council of Ministers ensure the implementation of laws and decisions adopted by the HPRS.

· Structure and power of courts

Supreme Federal judicial authority is vested in the Federal Supreme Court.  The House of peoples Representatives can, by a two-thirds majority vote, establish nationwide, or in some parts of the country only, the Federal High Court and First-Instance Courts it deems necessary.  Unless decided in this manner, the jurisdiction of the Federal High Court and of the First-Instance courts are hereby delegates to the State Courts.  State can establish State Supreme, High and First-Instance courts.  Judicial powers both at federal and state levels, are vested in the courts.  Courts of any level are free from any interference of influence of any governmental body, government official or from any other source.  Judges can exercise their functions in full independence and can be directed solely by the law.

· External Relations

Ethiopia sets directives on external relations in its constitution prioring to respect the equality and sovereignty of other state and not to intervene in the their internal affairs.  Besides, it works to promote external relations on the basis of equality, and respect of common interests as well as promote fraternal relations with its neighbors and other African countries.  In addition, the country wants to create close economic links with its neighbors and other countries supporting peaceful resolution to international disputes if it happened.

EXISTING GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE
Official Name:  Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Head of state   

President Girma Wolde Giorgis

Head of Government  
· Prime Minister -  Meles Zenawi
· Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Rural Development - Ato Addisu Legesse

· Minister of Foreign Affairs - H.E Ato Seyoum Mesfin

· Governor of the National Bank - Ato Teklewold Atnafu

Cabinet Members
1.  Ato Tefera Walwa  -   Minister of Capacity Building 

2.  Dr.Kassu Ilala –   Minister of Infrastructure 

3.  Ato Abadula Gemeda – Minister of Defence 

4.  Ato Bereket Simion – Minister of Information 

5.  Ato Girma Biru - Minister of Trade and Industry 

6.  Ato Sufian Ahmed – Minister ofFinance and Economic Development 

7.  Ato Abay Tsehaye – Minister of Federal Affairs

8.  Dr. Kebede Tadesse – Minister of Health 

9.  W/ro Genet Zewde – Minister of Education 

10.  Ato Shiferaw Jarsso - Minister of Water Resource

11.  Dr. Mulatu Teshome  - Ministry of Agriculture   

12.  Ambassador Mohammed Drir - Minister of Mines

13.  Ato Hassen Abdella - Minister of Labor and Social affairs

14.  Ambassador Teshome Toga – Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture  

15.  Ato Harka Haroye – Minister of Justice

16.  Ato Getachew Belay - Minster of Revenues.  

Member - States of the FDRE and their Capital Cities

1. The Tigray National Regional State -  Mekele

2. The Afar National Regional State -  Semera

3. The Amhara National Regional State -  Bahir-Dar

4. The Oromia National Regional State -  Adama

5. The Somali National Regional State -  Jijiga

6. The Benshangul-Gumuz National Regional State - Assosa

7. The Southern Nations, Nationalities and People's Regional State - Awassa

8. The Gambella People's National Regional State -  Gambella 

9. The Harari People's National Regional State -  Harar

All member States of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia have equal rights and powers.

· The House of People's Representatives

The house of people's Representatives came into being on August 21, 1995 when the newly elected MPs met, to set up this highest authority of the Federal Government.

According to Article 54/1 of the constitution of the FDRE, members of the House of people's Representatives are elected by the people for a term of five years on the basis of universal suffrage and by direct, free and fair elections held by secret ballots.

With the exception of region 5, a nation-wide election was held on May 14, 2000 while in region 5 the election was conducted on August 31, 2000.  Nevertheless, election held in region 7 and some parts of region 9 has been repeated due to different reasons on June 25 and July 31, 2000 respectively.

In the election, candidates of the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) won 481 seats, other parties got 46, while Private Candidates took 13 Seats in the parliamentary polls.  

Political Parties and their Seats in the House of Peoples' Representatives
	No
	Name of the Party
	The number of chairs occupied by the party in the HPR
	Chair Person of the Party elected in the House

	1
	Oromo Peoples Democratic Organization
	183
	Ato AbaDulla Gemeda

	2
	Amhara national Democratic Movement
	146
	Ato Addisu Legesse

	3
	Southern Ethiopia Peoples' Democratic Front
	112
	Ato H/Mariam Desalegn

	4
	Tigray People Liberation Front
	40
	Ato Melese Zenawi

	Total chairs occupied by EPRDF
	481 or 87.9%
	

	5
	Somali People Democratic Party
	19
	Ambassador Mohammed Derir

	6
	Afar National Democratic Party
	8
	

	7
	Benshangul Gumuz People's Democratic United Party
	6
	Ato Mulualem Besse

	8
	Gambela Peoples' Democratic Front
	3
	

	9
	Council of Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy in Ethiopia
	4
	Dr. Beyene Petros

	10
	Southern Ethiopia Peoples Democratic Coalition
	2
	Dr. Beyene Petros

	11
	Hadiya National Democratic Organization
	3
	Dr. Beyene Petros

	12
	Oromo Liberation United Front
	1
	Ato Ahmed Abdelmeged

	13
	Ethiopian Democratic party
	2
	

	14
	All Amhara Peoples' Organization /Presently, All Ethiopians Unity Organization/
	1
	

	15
	Oromo National Congress
	1
	

	16
	Sidama Hadicho Peoples' Democratic Organization
	1
	

	17
	Seletie Peoples's Democratic United Party
	1
	Ato Redwan Hussen

	18
	Hareri National Legue
	1
	

	Total
	53
	

	19
	Private Candidates
	13
	

	
	547
	


· Out of the total number of parliamentarians in the house the number of women parliamentarians is 42. 

·   Standing Committees of HPR

The House of People's Representatives has 11 standing committes.  Each standing committee has 13 members, including the chairman and the secretary.

The committees of the HPR are:

· Foreign Affairs, Security and Defense Affairs Standing Committee

· Legal and Administrative Affairs Standing Committee

· Women's Affairs Standing Committee

· Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee

· Information and Cultural Affairs Standing Committee

· Budget and Finance Affairs Standing Committee

· Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Committee

· Infrastructure Affairs Standing Committee

· Social Affairs Standing Committee

· Rural Development Affairs Standing Committee, and

· Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Affairs Standing Committee

Procedurally, following preliminary discussions that it holds, the House channels incoming bills to one of the committees.  Each committee then publicizes the bill once it gets hold of it.  It organizes a public hearing and entertains suggestions delivered in different ways, and present to the House speaker a well-documented report on any given bill.  The House speaker and the committee in question chair House deliberations on the report.  According to the statues of each committee approved by the House, the committees follow the accomplishment of the country's policies, programmes and strategies and if necessary, prepare a better way of implementation for them.  In addition to this, the committees follow and investigate different organization, which are grouped in respect of them.

·  Legal and Administrative Affairs Committee

The Main objective of the legal and administrative affairs committee is to conduct a follow-up on the structure and accomplishment of the legal and administrative works, which should base the constitution.  Further more, it studies basic problems of these institutions and set directions to correct them. 

· Budget and Finance Affairs Committee

Besides reviewing the draft annual budget of the Federal Government, the committee also looks into it that the subsides the Federal Government provides to the states are carried out in accordance with the standards set by the House of the Federation.   It also follows and examine the money and property of the federal government collected, protected and manipulated properly.

· Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security Affairs Committee

The objectives of the establishment of the Foreign, Defense, and Security Affairs Committee is to follow and control the federal government's agreements, thrities of loans and grants to be related with our people's national interest and our Country's sovereignty as well as the country's foreign policy.  Besides, the committee is entrusted with the organization of the country's defense force respecting the composition of different nations and nationalities.  

· The Social Affairs Standing Committee

The committee assesses the country's general social development policies and strategies with reference to the social development plan put in place.  It reviews issues related to education, health, labor, pension and social security and others falling with in the jurisdiction of the social sector.  

· Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee

In order to ensure rapid economic development and build up democratic society, Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee targets to produce professionals who have efficiency, quality, integrity and commitment with in a very short period of time.  Besides, it follows and controls activities to upgrade implementation capacities done by the government as well as private economic sector.

· Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Committee

The trade and industry standing committee conduct a follow-up on the proper design and implementation of the agricultural policy hence to rapid the country's economic development.  Further more, it controls whether encouraging activities are done in respect with trade, industry and handcrafts.  Besides it checks whether the laws and policies regarding investment are good and favorable for the one's who are interested in the sector and alos controls the implementation of different policies and regulations designed to facilitate trade relations.  

· Rural Development Affairs Standing Committee

The Agricultural Development Affairs Standing Committee follows and investigates policies, programs and plans designed to increase our production and production capacity of agricultural sector, ensure our aims of self-sufficiency and control the success and implementation of our agricultural led industrialization strategy. 

· Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Affairs Standing Committee

The main objective behind the establishment of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Affairs Standing committee is to protect and look after the country's natural resources, to assure sustainable development in the future by securing environmental protection and conduct a follow-up on the proper implementation of policies, strategies and programs.  

· Infrastructure Affairs Standing Committee

The committee have main objectives to conduct a follow-up and investigation:

A. On energy development and consumption, electric power supply, development and distribution.

B. Concerning the country's construction activities

C. concerning the expansion of airways, railways, water  transport, postal and telecommunication services of the country

D. Concerning the hand-in-hand development between different sectors of transport and communication

E. Concerning the appropriate use of capital budgets according to policies, rules and regulations for infrastructure development gained from foreign loans and assistance.

· Women's Affairs Standing Committee

The committee presents recommendations on issues specifically related to the production of the rights of women in the formulation of policies, plans and programmes that are associated with their economic rights.  It reviews bills covering women's fundamental democratic and human rights; and probes the violation of these rights as provided in the constitution.  The committee also investigates cases where women are disenfranchised in the health, education and other social services including the drive to avoid harmful practices that are detrimental to the physical and psychological well-being of women.  

· Information and Cultural Affairs Standing Committee

The committee sees to it that the fundamental rights and freedoms, particularly the right of thought, opinion and expression are protected,  It also reviews bills and regulations with regard to the preservation and enrichment of the culture and area of the country's nations and nationalities, including those of minority nationalities.  It also studies about different conditions, which are necessary for the betterment of the country's sources of tourism.  Besides, it conducts a follow-up and investigation on the responsibility of the board, which is established to look after government media’s.

(   Process of Bill Endorsement

The HPR endorses bills in accordance with the HPR legislative bill, approved by the House in a proclamation no. 271/1994 E.C.

The HPR legislative Bill states that representatives could present a bill on any issue to the House, provided that they secure endorsement signatures of at least twenty representatives.  Elaborating on the procedures, it says the bill should be presented in print to the House speaker.  The speaker of the House could either have that bill presented to the House for a first reading or distribute it to the representatives at an earlier date.  Once the House deliberates on the bill, the House Speaker channels it to the appropriate committee, which in turn reviews the case and presents its recommendations at one of the sessions, it states.  After deliberations are once again conducted on the bill, the speaker of the House makes public the consensus reached by the representatives.  The bill could become a low once the president signs it and is published in the Negarit Gazetta as stipulated in the HPR's statute.  

· House Speakers of:

People's Representatives:

1. Ato Dawit Yohannes

2. Dr. Petros Olango

Appendix  2

Political Parties and their seats in the house of peoples' representatives

	No
	Name of the Party
	The Number of Seats Occupied by the Party in the House of Peoples' Representatives
	Chairperson of the Party elected to the House of Peoples' representatives

	
	Oromo peoples' democratic organization
	183
	Ato Abadulla Gamada

	
	Amhara National Democratic Movement
	146
	Ato Addisu Legesse

	
	Southern Ethiopia Peoples' Democratic Front
	112
	Ato H/Mariam Desalegn

	
	Tigray people Liberation Front
	40
	Ato Meles Zenawi

	
	Total Seats Occupied by EPRDF
	481 or 87.9%
	

	
	Afar national Democratic party
	8
	

	
	Benshangul Gumuz Peoples' Democratic United Party
	6
	Ato Mulualem Besse

	
	Gambela Peoples' Democratic Front
	3
	

	
	Council of Alternative Forces for peace and democracy in Ethiopia
	4
	Dr. Beyene Petros

	
	Southern Ethiopia Peoples' Democratic Coalition
	2
	Dr. Benene Petros

	
	Hadiya National Democratic Organization
	3
	Dr. Beyene Petros

	
	Oromo Liberation United Front
	1
	Ato Ahmed Abdelmejid

	
	Ethiopian Democratic Party
	2
	

	
	All Amhara People Organization
	1
	

	
	Oromo National Congress
	1
	

	
	Sidama Hadicho Peoples' Democratic Organization
	1
	

	
	Siltie Peoples' Democratic United Party
	1
	Ato Redwan Hussen

	
	Hareri National Legue
	
	

	Total
	
	53
	

	
	PRIVATE MPS
	13
	

	
	TOTAL MPS IN THE HOUSE OF PEOPLES' REPRESENTATIVES
	547
	


Appendix  3

Members of the House of People's Representatives of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Elected in the Second Term

	No.
	Region
	Number of MPS
	Number of Males
	Number of Males in Percent
	Number of Females
	Number of Females in Percent

	1
	Tigray Region
	38
	34
	         89.47
	4
	10.53

	2
	Afar Region
	8
	7
	       87.5
	1
	       12.5

	3
	Amhara Region
	138
	124
	        89.86
	14
	        10.14

	4
	Oromia Region
	178
	165
	     92.7
	13
	        7.3

	5
	Somali Region
	23
	23
	 100
	0
	           0

	6
	Benshangul Gumuz Region
	9
	9
	 100
	0
	     0

	7
	Southern Nations & Nationalities and People's Region
	123
	117
	       95.1
	6
	           4.9

	8
	Gambela People's Region
	3
	3
	100
	0
	           0

	9
	Hareri Region
	2
	2
	100
	0
	     0

	10
	Dire Dewa Administrative Council
	2
	2
	100
	0
	           0

	11
	Addis Ababa City Administration
	23
	19
	      82.6
	4
	       17.4

	Total
	547
	505
	        92.32
	42
	           7.68


Appendix  4
List of Registered Political Parties

	No.
	Party
	National
	Regional

	1
	Afar National Democratic Party
	
	(

	2
	Oromo National Congress
	
	(

	3
	Somali People's Liberation  Front Party
	
	(

	4
	Oromo Liberation Unity Front
	
	(

	5
	Gambella People's Democratic Front
	
	(

	6
	Western Somali Democratic Party
	
	(

	7
	Hareri National League
	
	(

	8
	All Amhara People's Organization
	(
	

	9
	Oromo People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	10
	Gamo Democratic Union
	
	(

	11
	Amhara People's Democratic Movement
	
	(

	12
	Zai People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	13
	Ethiopian Peace and Democratic Party
	(
	

	14
	Southern Ethiopia People's Democratic Front
	
	(

	15
	Benishangul-Gumuz Peoples' Democratic Unity Front
	
	(

	16
	Ethiopian National Democratic Party
	(
	

	17
	Dennta, Debamo, Kitchenchla Democratic Organization
	
	(

	18
	Selti People's Democratic Unity Party
	
	(

	19
	Gurage Zone nationalities Democratic Movement
	
	(

	20
	Sheka People's Democratic Movement
	
	(

	21
	Wolayta People's Democratic Movement
	
	(

	22
	Somali Peoples' Democratic Party
	
	(

	23
	Kembata, Alaba and Tembaro Peoples' Democratic Organization
	
	(

	24
	Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front
	(
	

	25
	Donga People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	26
	Derashe People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	27
	Yem People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	28
	Konso People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	29
	Kore nationality Unity Democratic Organization
	
	(

	30
	Southern Omo People's Democratic movement
	
	(

	31
	Sidama People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	32
	Hadiya People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	33
	Southern Ethiopia People's Democratic Coalition
	
	(

	34
	Basketo People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	35
	Agew People's Democratic movement
	
	(

	36
	Ethiopian Democratic Unity Party
	(
	

	37
	The Joint Political Forum
	(
	

	38
	Tigri Worgi Nationality Democratic Unity party
	
	(

	39
	The mixed nations, nationality one Ethiopia Democratic Party
	
	(

	40
	Bench maji People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	41
	Burgi People's Democratic Unity
	
	(

	42
	Tigrayan People's Liberation Front
	
	(

	43
	National Democratic Unity
	
	(

	44
	Gideo People's Revolutionary Democratic Movement
	
	(

	45
	Zeisei People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	46
	Argoba people's Democratic Movement
	
	(

	47
	The Council of Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy in Ethiopia
	(
	

	48
	Oida Nationality Democratic Organization
	
	(

	49
	Harari People Democratic Party
	
	(

	50
	Gambella People's Democratic Congress
	
	(

	51
	Ethiopian's Unity Democratic Organization
	
	(

	52
	Hadiya Nation Democratic Organization
	
	(

	53
	Kembata People's Congress
	
	(

	54
	Somali Democratic Alliance Forces
	
	(

	55
	Gedeo People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	56
	Ethiopian Democratic Party
	(
	

	57
	Oromo Abbo liberation Front
	
	(

	58
	Yem Nationality Democratic Movement
	
	(

	59
	Selte Nationality Democratic Movement
	
	(

	60
	Tembaro People's Democratic Unity
	
	(

	61
	Baher Work Mesmes Peopke's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	62
	Gurage People's Democratic Front
	
	(

	63
	Sodo Gordena People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	64
	Oromia Liberation National Party
	
	(

	65
	Ethiopian Democratic League
	
	(

	66
	Endegagne People's Democratic Movement
	
	(

	67
	Konso People's Democratic Union
	
	(

	68
	Sheko and Mezenger People's Democratic Unity Organization
	
	(

	69
	Omo People's Democratic Union
	
	(

	70
	Dawro People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	71
	Selti nationality Democratic Organization
	
	(

	72
	Konta People's Revolutionar Democratic Organization
	
	(

	73
	Kafa People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	74
	Gamo Gofa Zone Nationalities Democratic Organization
	
	(

	75
	Sidamo Liberation Movement
	
	(

	76
	Baherwork Mesmes Nationality Democratic Unity Organization
	
	(

	77
	Alaba People's Democratic Unity
	
	(

	78
	Ethiopian Berta People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	79
	Sidama Hadicho People's Democratic Organization
	
	(

	80
	Gambela people's Democratic Union Party
	
	(

	81
	Argoba Nationality Democraic Organization (30/04/02)
	
	(
































